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According to the International Dyslexia Association(IDA), "Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is
neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor
spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of
language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom
instruction. Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading
experience that can impede the growth of vocabulary and background knowledge."


Dyslexia, in the simplest terms, is caused by a different wiring of the brain. There is no cure for dyslexia and
individuals with this condition must learn strategies to cope. Dyslexia is not caused by low intelligence, in fact,
many individuals identified with dyslexia, are intellectually gifted. Many people believe that individuals with
dyslexia are an asset in achieving success. Individuals with dyslexia are often out-of-the-box thinkers and solve
problems in creative ways. Did you know that researchers have found that self-made millionaires are 4 times more
likely to be dyslexic than the general population?


While dyslexia can make reading more challenging, with the right instruction, almost all individuals with dyslexia
can learn to read successfully. Dyslexia really is a learning difference that may be accompanied by some impressive
strengths! Among the many dyslexia success stories are Whoopi Goldberg, Stephen Spielberg, Albert Einstein,
Leonardo da Vinci, and Walt Disney.


Some of those talents may include:
high level of creativity
strong work ethic....they work hard!
ability to see patterns, connections, and similarities that others do not see
strong reasoning and problem-solving skills
ability to see the big picture without getting lost in the details


Due to these talents, people with dyslexia may excel in certain careers/fields:
science/research
creative fields such as graphic arts, marketing, architecture, design, software design, and photography
engineering and mechanics
athletics
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Parent/Guardian Handbook 2023-2024


My Child was Identified with Dyslexia, What Should I Know?


MISD Contact: Alayna Siemonsma-Alayna.Siemonsma@misd.org
Region 6 Dyslexia  Contact: Angela Cameron-acameron@esc.net
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  CHARACTERISTICS OF DYSLEXIA
If the following behaviors are unexpected for an individual’s age, educational level, or cognitive abilities,
they may be risk factors associated with dyslexia. A student with dyslexia usually exhibits several of
these behaviors that persist over time and interfere with his/her learning. A family history of dyslexia
may be present; in fact, recent studies reveal that the whole spectrum of reading disabilities is strongly
determined by genetic predispositions (inherited aptitudes) (Olson, Keenan, Byrne, & Samuelsson, 2014). 


The characteristics below are indicators of dyslexia for various grade levels. 


Preschool 
Delay in learning to talk
Difficulty with rhyming
Difficulty pronouncing words (e.g., “pusgetti” for “spaghetti,” “mawn lower” for “lawnmower”) 
Poor auditory memory for nursery rhymes and chants 
Difficulty adding new vocabulary words 
Inability to recall the right word (word retrieval) 
Trouble learning and naming letters and numbers and remembering the letters in his/ her name
Aversion to print (e.g., doesn’t enjoy following along if a book is read aloud)


Kindergarten and First Grade 
Difficulty breaking words into smaller parts, or syllables (e.g., “baseball” can be pulled apart into
“base” “ball” or “napkin” can be pulled apart into “nap” “kin”) 
Difficulty identifying and manipulating sounds in syllables (e.g., “man” sounded out as /m/ /ă//n/) 
Difficulty remembering the names of letters and recalling their corresponding sounds
Difficulty decoding single words (reading single words in isolation) 
Difficulty spelling words the way they sound (phonetically) or remembering letter sequences in very
common words seen often in print (e.g., “sed” for “said”)


Second Grade and Third Grade 
    Many of the previously described behaviors remain problematic along with the following: 


Difficulty recognizing common sight words (e.g., “to,” “said,” “been”) 
Difficulty decoding single words 
Difficulty recalling the correct sounds for letters and letter patterns in reading
Difficulty connecting speech sounds with an appropriate letter or letter combinations and omitting
letters in words for spelling (e.g., “after” spelled “eftr”)
Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow, inaccurate, and/or without expression) 
Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using knowledge of phonics 
Reliance on picture clues, story theme, or guessing at words
Difficulty with written expression
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  CHARACTERISTICS OF DYSLEXIA CONTINUED
Fourth Grade through Sixth Grade
    Many of the previously described behaviors remain problematic along with the following:


Difficulty reading aloud (e.g., fear of reading aloud in front of classmates)
Avoidance of reading (particularly for pleasure)
Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow, inaccurate, and/or without expression)
Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using knowledge of phonics
Acquisition of less vocabulary due to reduced independent reading
Use of less complicated words in writing that are easier to spell than more appropriate words (e.g.,
"big” instead of “enormous”)


Middle School and High School
    Many of the previously described behaviors remain problematic along with the following: 


Difficulty with the volume of reading and written work 
Frustration with the amount of time required and energy expended for reading
Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow, inaccurate, and/or without expression) 
Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using knowledge of phonics
Difficulty with written assignments 
Tendency to avoid reading (particularly for pleasure)
Difficulty learning a foreign language


The Dyslexia Handbook: Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related Disorders. Texas Education Agency, 2021.
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For a learner with Dyslexia, basic skills
like connecting letters to sounds,
hearing the difference between vowel
sounds, and recognizing word parts like
prefixes and suffixes make word
reading challenging. These same skills
are also important for spelling and
writing. However, dyslexics typically
understand text just fine. This is one
reason why having text read out loud
(listening) works so well!


Dyslexia also exists on a scale of very
mild to very severe impairments.
Because of this, MISD offers both a
tailored specialized dyslexia program,
and a modified specialized dyslexia  
program. The program in which the
student participates is determined by
each student's individual needs. Both
programs address the critical areas of
instruction defined in the Texas
Dyslexia Handbook, but also allow
adjustments based on student need.



https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf
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Parent and Campus
agree there is an


educational need for an
evaluation, under
Special Education. 
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Special Education 
Evaluation Process 
in Montgomery ISD


Student is provided a
Full and Individual


Evaluation for a
Specific Learning


Disability-Dyslexia,
following state


guidelines and criteria.


Parent and Campus
review the evaluation


findings and
recommendations to
best determine the


student’s educational
needs.
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“Dyslexic kids are creative, ‘outside-the-box’ thinkers. They
have to be, because they don’t see or solve problems the same
way other kids do. In school, unfortunately, they are sometimes
written off as lazy, unmotivated, rude or even stupid. They
aren’t. Making Percy dyslexic was my way of honoring the
potential of all the kids I’ve known who have those conditions.
It’s not a bad thing to be different. Sometimes, it’s the mark of
being very, very talented.”


~Rick Riordan, author of the Percy Jackson series 
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Tailored Specialized Dyslexia Program


Orton-Gillingham Approach
Small groups of students start the program in the same place and complete the same lessons at the
same pace.
Students complete the program when all of the lessons have been taught or skills and concepts have
been mastered.
The estimated completion time is 2-3 years.
Includes grades K-12.
The Section 504 Plan, including accommodations, is managed by the Section 504 committee under
general education.
The Individual Education Plan (IEP) is managed by the Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD)
Committee under Special Education.
Intervention is taking place in the General Education setting.


Modified Specialized Dyslexia Program
Orton-Gillingham Approach
Evidence-based curriculum selected based on IEP.
IEP goals and objectives include the same areas listed in the Texas Dyslexia Handbook, but maybe in
smaller chunks, at a slower pace, with more repetition, for smaller periods of time.
Students work to master individual goals that will vary from student to student. there is no
estimated completion time.
The Individual Education Plan (IEP) is developed and managed by the ARD Committee under Special
Education.
Includes grades K-12
Intervention is taking place in the Special Education setting.
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Phonological skills such
as isolating sounds,
blending, segmenting,
and manipulating
sounds to make new
words
Relearn letter names
and sounds
Moving sounds around
to make new
words(deleting, adding,
and changing)
Syllable types
Syllable division
patterns
Common prefixes and
suffixes
A coding system for
understanding word
structure
Reading fluency
Word
meaning/vocabulary
Comprehension
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What will my child learn
in dyslexia class?


Instructional Sessions
Tailored Specialized Dyslexia Program -Elementary
program provides instruction in Reading by Design. Classes
are taught in small groups of six or fewer students and may
contain multiple grade levels. Students are provided a
minimum of four sessions a week. Sessions are at least 30
minutes in length.


Tailored Specialized Dyslexia Program-Junior High School
program is provided using the same instructional program
as elementary and takes the place of an elective or during
Reading Lab. Classes are taught in small groups of eight or
fewer students and may contain multiple grade levels.
Students are provided a minimum of four sessions a week.
Sessions are at least 30 minutes in length.


Tailored Specialized Dyslexia Program-High School
program also utilizes the same instructional program and
takes place during Reading Lab. Classes are taught in small
groups of eight or fewer students and may contain multiple
grade levels. Students are provided a minimum of four
sessions a week. Sessions are at least 30 minutes.


Modified Specialized Dyslexia Program - All Levels
program provides instruction in SIPPS (Systematic
Instruction in Phonological Awareness, Phonics, and Sight
Words). Classes are taught in small groups  and may
contain multiple grade levels. Students are typically
provided a minimum of four sessions a week. Sessions are
at least 30 minutes in length.


IEP Plans are individualized and will vary in frequency and
duration based on student needs. This plan is developed
and adjusted by the student's ARD committee annually.
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MISD monitors student progress in the tailored specialized dyslexia program by giving a
baseline assessment to every student with dyslexia in grades K-12. This baseline
assessment allows for accurate placement in the program. Future assessments are
compared to the baseline to measure growth and advancement throughout the program.


Active Students
Students attending weekly dyslexia classes are considered "Active" students. Daily, weekly,
and at other planned intervals, skills are assessed within the lessons presented to measure
student growth.  Students receive Mastery Checks approximately every 12 lessons within
the program; this data documents progression through the program. These evaluations
include baseline data as well as progress data that easily illustrates how your child is doing
in the program. Each quarter parents/guardians receive a progress report regarding the
evidence-based dyslexia program they are receiving instruction in.  When your child
completes the program, the Section 504 Committee or ARD Committee will schedule a
meeting to go over all of the data and recommendations with you.


Monitor Students
Students who have completed the instructional program are moved to "Monitor" status.
Dyslexia Interventionists consult with classroom teachers to determine if the skills learned
and accommodations provided are appropriate enough for the student to be successful.
Dyslexia Interventionists in conjunction with the Section 504 Committee or ARD Committee
are available to show students new technology and other ways to implement
accommodations in a classroom setting. 


IEP Students
Students on an IEP who are receiving their dyslexia program in a special education setting
will receive an update on their annual goals and objectives at district reporting periods.
Communication will come from the Special Education Teacher or Case Manager.
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Monitoring Student Progress
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Section 504/IEP
Accommodations


Accommodations are
designed to give
students with learning
challenges equal access
to learning. Using
accommodations is not
"cheating" and does not
give students with
dyslexia an unfair
advantage. Rather, it
allows them to work
around their challenges
to show what they
know!


An accommodation plan
is designed by the
Section 504/ARD
Committee for each
student based on
individual needs, and
may be different for
daily learning needs
compared to formal
testing environments.
They don't have to be
the same! It may also
change from year to
year based on grade
level demands. It can
always be adjusted!


EXAMPLES OF
CLASSROOM AND 


TESTING SUPPORTS


Classroom Supports
(based on accommodations listed on the student's plan)


Text to speech features so students can listen to text in any
class
Record or take pictures of instruction instead of dividing
attention between note-taking and listening
Variety of spelling assistance, including keyboarding, word lists,
spelling apps, etc.
Access to digital libraries like Learning Ally, Bookshare, and
Texas Talking Books


Testing Supports 
(STAAR, EOC, Benchmarks, & Classroom Assessments)


(based on accommodations listed on the student's plan)
Allow spelling assistance such as word lists, word prediction,
spell check, etc. for written portions of tests
Allow additional time
Allow oral administration and/or content and language
supports
Allow speech to text features so students can listen to test
questions


Technology
There are built-in features on our phones, laptops, tablets,
Chromebooks, etc., that allow us to customize background color,
voice typing, text to speech, and more. Search for these features
under Settings/Accessibility on your devices.
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TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT DYSLEXIATALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT DYSLEXIA


What is dyslexia?
Dyslexia is when smart people have trouble learning to read/spell.


How did I get dyslexia?
You were born with it, just like you were born with blue eyes, black hair, etc.


Is there something wrong with my brain?
No, your brain is normal. The road your brain takes to read is different.


Can someone catch dyslexia?
No, dyslexia is not contagious, like a virus or a cold.


Why does it have a weird name?
The word, dyslexia, comes from "dys" which means difficult, and the Greek
word "lexia" which means words. So, a hard time with words!


Does it mean I am dumb?
No, dyslexia is a problem that smart people have with reading and spelling.
Approximately, 1 in every 5 people have it!


Will my dyslexia ever go away?
No, but people with dyslexia CAN learn to read and make school work easier
for them.


Are there any cool things about dyslexia?
Yes! Dyslexics are often very talented in sports, music, art, photography,
graphic design, mechanical things, math, visualizing how parts fit together
in a whole and thinking out of the box.


Why do I have to be in a dyslexia class?
People with dyslexia need to train their brains to read a different way. Not
everyone gets to be in this special reading class. Only other kids with
dyslexia get to learn this new method, it can be like learning a secret
language. PLUS, you'll find out there are lots of other kids just like you!






